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THIS MONTH'S
PASTOR'S PAGE...

HEY LADIES! ARE
YOU READY?

FALL'S AROUND
THE CORNER!

Pastor Grant shares some thoughts
about what it looks like to live "on
mission" and presents some
thoughts on how we can get
involved. See page 2.

The Women's Breakfast and
Fellowship event is just around the
corner. If you haven't purchased a
ticket now is the time! The deadline
is Sunday, Sept. 11th.

Stop by the News & Notes page
(pg. 3) to take a glance at all of the
great opportunities available as we
head into the Fall Program Year.
There's something for all ages!

SEPTEMBER HIGHLIGHTS...
Sept 3
Sept 4
Sept 5
Sept 7
Sept 10
Sept 11
Sept 14
Sept 17
Sept 18

Sept 25

Men's "No Regrets" at Rolling Meadows Restaurant
Worship with Communion
Labor Day (Church office closed)
Worship Celebration Dress Rehearsal, 6:00pm
Worship Celebration, 6:30pm
Worship Celebration, 9:30am
Youth group moves to Sunday nights, 6:30-8:00pm
Choir rehearsal begins! 6:30pm
Women's Fall Breakfast @ Grace, 8:45am
Discipleship Classes resume
Henker/Burns Wedding
AWANA resumes, 5:00-6:30pm
Steve & Faye Daniels share during Worship Service

- Elisabeth Elliot

Staff Vacation Schedule:
Sept. 14-17: Rachel Titel
Sept. 23-25: Brad Rutherford
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A Note From pastor GRANT
Dear Grace Family,
As we leave the summer season and reengage with
our regular work, church and school routines, it is
important that we remind ourselves once again of
the unchanging truth that the Lord has called us to:
living-out our mission to bring the good news of
Jesus’ Kingdom into all the world… including our
neighborhoods!
I am reminded of the thoughts presented by wellknown pastor, author and speaker, John Piper, in
his book, Let the Nations Be Glad!
I would like to highlight three of the main points
presented in the book.

1) Missions for Worship
In his opening chapter on worship, Piper
emphasizes that the chief end of man is to glorify
God by enjoying Him forever. In this book on
missions, he states that missions serve worship by
bringing humanity into right relationship with the
Living God, so that they might worship Him, today
and for all eternity. Here’s how he puts it:
“Missions exists because worship doesn’t. Worship
is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate,
not man. When this age is over, and the countless
millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before
the throne of God, missions will be no more.”

2) Missions Through Prayer
Piper explains that the life of a Christian is a spiritual
battle; and the weapon of that war is prayer, a
weapon that is indispensable in the spiritual warfare
of missions. He makes the following statement on
why our prayer lives are often so lame:

The Puritan John Eliot, the martyr Jim Elliot, and
orphan-lover George Mueller all understood this
truth, which is surely one of the reasons the Lord
used these pray-ers so powerfully.

3) Missions and Suffering
Piper explains Jesus’ call to follow him and die, and
how God uses “the blood of the martyrs to be the
seed bed of the church.” He then shows us how the
relationship between missions and suffering was
realized in the lives of people like Henry Martyn,
Richard Wurmbrand, Charles Simeon, by the wives
of those who died taking the gospel to the Auca
Indians, and, finally, John G. Paton, who embraced
the possibility of death by cannibalism to reach the
islands of the south Pacific.
So, you may be wondering why I am presenting
these thoughts...
God has commissioned us to be His coworkers (1
Cor. 3:9). We are on mission in His eyes, but are
we on mission in our eyes? Jesus stepped out of
eternity, exemplified worship and prayer and
suffering and mission, so that we would know how
and why. But all too often, we can't even bother to
be inconvenienced just a little to see His Kingdom
come to the lost ones in our community.

Come, get engaged in the mission, that our
neighbors would join in the eternal worship of
The King!
In His service,

"Probably the number one reason prayer
malfunctions in the hands of believers is that we try
to turn a wartime walkie-talkie into a domestic
intercom. Until you know that life is war, you cannot
know what prayer is for. Prayer is for the
accomplishment of a wartime mission."
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NEWS & NOTES
JOIN US FOR DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES ON SUNDAY MORNINGS!

Classes for 4K thru High School begin Sunday, September 18th!
Registration is now open online: www.gracechurchfdl.org/registration or
contact the Grace Office for more info (office@gracechurchfdl.net)
Adults are invited to join Mitch Swanson's class which will continue to
meet during the coffee fellowship hour.

YOUTH GROUP HAS MOVED BACK TO SUNDAY'S!
JOIN US ON SUNDAY EVENINGS FROM 6:30-8:00PM AT GRACE (UNLESS
OTHERWISE ANNOUNCED.) YOUTH IN 6TH GRADE THROUGH HIGH
SCHOOL ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE. MEETINGS BEGIN ON SUNDAY,
SEPT. 11TH. WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO A GREAT YEAR OF
LEARNING & FUN TOGETHER! PARENTS, THERE ARE A FEW IMPORTANT
FORMS THAT NEED TO BE SIGNED. IF YOU HAVEN'T DONE SO PLEASE
CONTACT BRAD: RUTHERFORD@GRACECHURCHFDL.NET

HEY PARENTS!
YOU'RE INVITED! GET INVOLVED & JOIN A LIFE GROUP
Our LIFE Groups are intended to connect a small group of people for
the purpose of friendship, fellowship, and following God together. The
relationships formed in these groups can provide care and support, as
well as opportunities to serve others, deepen our faith,
and live out God’s calling on our lives. Groups may be
intergenerational, or made up
of individuals of a similar age,
or who share like interests.
To learn more contact Pastor Brad
(rutherford@gracechurchfdl.net) or one of the other Elders!

It's that time of year! Our AWANA program is ramping up
for our 2022-2023 season. Join us on Sunday Nights
from 5:00-6:30pm (for 5K-6th grade) beginning on
Sunday, September 18th. REGISTRATION IS NOW
OPEN! Visit www.gracechurchfdl.org/registration

A typical evening at AWANA includes:

Game Time which promotes team building, using
competitive games & positive encouragement.
Small Groups which are built to help kids grow in
relationships with each other, while being
encouraged by caring leaders. It also gives them the
opportunity to memorize scripture and learn
more about God and what the Bible has to say.
Large Group time for the Sparks (K-2nd)
gives the kids a chance to engage in a
lesson and/or activity together.

OUR THEMES FOR SEPTEMBER:
Sept. 18th - Welcome Back Night! (Bring your
handbook from last year if you have one!)
Sept. 25th - Baseball Cap Night

COME JOIN THE GRACE CHOIR! REHEARSALS BEGIN ON WEDNESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 14TH AND RUN WEEKLY FROM 6:30-7:30PM. NO EXPERIENCE
NECESSARY! CONTACT LYDA OSINGA LYDA.OSINGA@GMAIL.COM

Our Thursday Morning Men's Group recently had the
opportunity to present the City of Fond du Lac
Fire/Rescue with a number of toy cars to be utilized on
their trucks. They'll be gifted to kids that are
involved in crisis situations. It provides a vital
distraction or sense of security during incidents that
have a negative impact on our youth in the community.
Afterward, Chief Gerritson and a few of the others from
the department gave the men a brief tour of two of the
trucks and answered some questions. One of our guys
even had the opportunity to sit in the ladder truck.
Visit our Facebook page to see the pictures! We are so
grateful to Fond du Lac Fire & Rescue for partnering
with us and Rick's Toy Box to make this possible! To
learn more about Rick's Toybox please visit their
website: www.rickstoyboxinc.com
If you are interested in joining this ongoing project
or the Thursday men's group please contact Art Wegner,
Mark Jopling, or the Grace Office (920) 922-7211.
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HEY GUYS! Consider this your personal invite to come join the
Saturday Morning Men's "No Regrets" Group. They meet on Saturday
mornings from 7:30-9:00am at Grace in the Zoom Room.
Their goal is to train men to disciple and lead other men in their areas of
influence. To live their spiritual lives with no regrets. Starting on Sat. Sept.
10th they will be beginning a new book study, "Extreme Prayer" by
Greg Pruett. No need to sign up, just show up. They'd love to have you!
Thank you Grace Church... for the amazing blessing of using the
parsonage during our time here! From our first day here, having “our
own space” has allowed us to decompress, rest, and relax; yet also to
focus on the things we need to accomplish before our return to
France in later October. We look forward to joining you on Sept. 25
to share what God is doing in Nice, France. Steve & Faye Daniels
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Monthly
Reflection

Ladies, have you purchased tickets
for our upcoming event?

All women, middle school age and up are invited to join us. The
theme for our gathering is "Fall | A Season of Fruitfulness".
Our gathering begins at 8:45am at Grace Church in the
Fellowship Hall. Tickets are available for $8 and can be
purchased in the church lobby.
The deadline to sign up is Sunday, September 11th.
Contact the Grace Office for additional information:
office@gracechurchfdl.net or (920) 922-7211
Don't miss this wonderful opportunity to eat delicious food, enjoy uplifting
fellowship & be encouraged in your walk with the Lord.
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The Anchor Holds
by Jack Witte

“Good morning … this is God … I will be be handling all of your problems today”
At a recent trip to our Christian Bookstore, I noticed the above inscription on a wooden cutting board, and it caught it my
attention. Wouldn't it be great if upon awakening each morning we would hear God, in His own voice say these words. It's
great to imagine what this would be like, but more importantly we need to realize that these words are in fact what God
does say to us each morning. We hear God's voice through His gift called faith. If we do not have faith, then we will never
sense God's presence nor will we hear Him speak to our hearts through His Holy Spirit. That is why we need to grasp the
truth in this simple inscription… the above words are true. God wants us to realize that He in fact will be handling all of our
problems.
To the believer facing a difficult medical procedure this morning, God promises that He will handle every part of what
you’re facing. The anxiousness, the worry, the pain… HE WILL HANDLE THEM! To the student cramming for that all
important test, God will supply you with the strength and wisdom you will need to pass the test, and when the worries and
concern come upon you… HE WILL HANDLE THEM! To the Pastor who struggles with the concerns of leading his flock,
while trying to give every bit of attention to his own family … the weariness and the sometimes hopeless feeling … HE
WILL HANDLE THEM! To the elderly believer who struggles with the loneliness of a nursing home and wonders if anyone
really thinks or cares about them… The feelings of being deserted by your loved ones and the feelings of helplessness…
HE WILL HANDLE THEM!
This morning God knows the needs of each of us and He welcomes us to this new day with this message… “Good
morning… this is God… I'll be handling all of your problems today” It is for us to have the faith to hear Him and it is for us
to believe and put our complete trust in Him. Psalm 56:3 reminds us “When I am afraid… I will put my trust in Thee!” And
Joshua 1:9… “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous; be not afraid, neither be dismayed… for the
LORD your GOD is with you wherever you go!”

Heavenly Father, we welcome You into this new day. Through Your Holy Spirit Your words ring clear …
that You will handle whatever trials and difficulties come our way. We surrender this day to Your care and
keeping, remembering that You are our Anchor, You will never fail those who believe and trust in You.

"Peace in the midst of your circumstances..."
-Pastor Brad Rutherford
These few words mentioned in a recent service by our Pastor took on a real meaning these past few days. Those who
regularly read my “Anchor Holds” might be wondering why I have missed writing.
These past couple of weeks have been difficult to say the least. What was a suspected visit to the ER for a heart attack
turned out to be something quite different. God has a plan carefully orchestrated for each of our lives, a perfect plan, and
His plan for me was to discover that I was suffering from internal bleeding which led to other serious issues. I came home
a few days later, and I am doing much better now. God has me on the road to recovery.
As I lay in my hospital bed, I certainly was seeking “peace in the midst of my circumstances”, and of course, by God’s
goodness and grace, I was able to find it. But I thought about those who do not know Him as Lord and do not have hope
in His healing power, and the assurance that a relationship with Him brings - the assurance that He is always with me and
will never leave me.
Where is there, besides faith in your Creator, to go? Where else can one find “peace in the midst of your circumstances”?
How can anyone face dire circumstances on their own? You can’t rely on your own strength. Worldly things can’t offer us
peace.
I pray that someone, who is facing difficult circumstances, no matter what they might be, will read my words and realize
there is a source of power and strength that is available to them. It only takes a simple prayer … Lord, I can’t make it on
my own. I need you. Come into my life and bring me the peace that only faith and hope in You can bring.
“FOR I AM THE LORD, YOUR GOD, WHO TAKES HOLD OF YOUR RIGHT HAND AND SAYS TO YOU …
DO NOT FEAR … I WILL HELP YOU!”
Isaiah 41:13

Your Anchor will hold … in spite of your storms!
GRACE EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
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163 18th Street
Fond du Lac, WI 54935
office@gracechurchfdl.net
www.gracechurchfdl.org

Grace Church Staff
Head Pastor & Chief Shepherd - Jesus Christ
Lead Pastor - Brad Rutherford
cell: 313-0456 email: rutherford@gracechurchfdl.net
Associate Pastor - Grant Baumgart
cell: 948-6373 email: baumgart@gracechurchfdl.net
Administrative Assistant - Carol Blain
phone: 922-7211 email: office@gracechurchfdl.net
Communications/Media Coordinator - Rachel Titel
email: cmc@gracechurchfdl.net

Custodian - Mark Jopling
phone: 922-7211 cell: (920) 979-3944
Custodial Assistant - Jen Koenigs

Elder on Call: Friday, Saturday & Sunday
(920) 948-9262

CORPORATE PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES:
Sunday mornings at 8:45am
Tuesday evenings at 6:30pm
Wednesday AM Men’s prayer at 6:30am.

All meet at
Grace Church
building

Offering & Attendance
7/3/2022
7/10/2022
7/17/2022
7/24/2022
7/31/2022

$11,886
$12,711
$3,702
$2,370
$18,650

July Weekly Ave: $9,863.80

140
162
136
136
159

146

Weekly average needed to meet budget
$9,576.67
Year to Date Givings
$49,319
Year to Date Expenses $37,863
Totals reflect July month-end totals

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Please submit information for the
October Words of Grace
to the church office by September 15th.
You can contact the office at (920) 922-7211 or
office@gracechurchfdl.net
Office Hours are:
Monday-Thursday 8:00am-4:30pm
Friday 8:00am-11:30am

